THE  RELIGIOUS  SETTLEMENT

and supposal the most of the house was satisfied; I marvel not
a little why eft-soons you have sent to me this now your writing,
being in a manner few other texts or reasons than there were
declared both by the bishop of Canterbury and me, to make
smally or nothing to your intended purpose. But either I esteem
that you do it to prove my simple judgement alone, which indeed
doth not much use, (though not the wisest) to call in aid the
judgements of other learned men, and so, by mine ignorant
answer, seem to win the field; or else that you be too much
blinded in your own fancy and judgement, to think that a truth,
which by learning you have not yet proved, nor, I fear me, can-
not, by scripture, nor any other direct and provable ground;
though I know mine unsufficiency in learning, if the matter were
indifferent, and that the balance stood equal, since I take the verity
of the cause rather to favourize the part I take than yours, it giveth
me therefore great boldness, not presuming in learning, but in
justness of the cause, seeing by writing you have provoked me
to it, to make answer to your arguments. Therefore I beginning
now to reply to your first allegation, shall essay to prove, if I
can, that your own author, in place by you alleged, maketh plain
against your opinion; for, as you allege him, St. Chrysostom saith,
quod sufficit solus fudor fro pcena, then auricularis conjessio
is not by commandment necessary; for it were, this word solus
is by your author ill set; therefore your author in this place
furthereth you but little. To your fallax argument, I deny your
consequent, founded only upon small reason, which is the ground
of your fallax argument: which reason I need not to take away,
for your -alleged author doth show too plainly, in his 5. Homily,
tomo 5. that you gather a wrong sense upon his words, for he
, saith, with much more touching this matter, these few words,
non hominibus feccata tua detegere cogo\ then his other text
afore rehearsed, is not to be understood as you would wring it.
Further, me,thinketh I need not (God thank you) too greatly
; study for authors to conclude your wrong taking of texts, for
I those yourself allege serveth me well to purpose: for all your
| labour is to prove that auricular confession were by God com-
* manded, and both your authorities of Bede and Pole, showeth *
nothing but that they did confess their sins.